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I N T RO D U C T I O N

Fe a t u res of this videotape

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

FA M I LY HISTO RY RESEARCH PROCESS DEFINED

1 . 1 Research Process Ove rv i ew : I n t roduces the five steps of the family history re s e a rch 

p ro c e s s

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

STEP ONE OF THE FA M I LY HISTO RY RESEARCH PRO C E S S

2 . 1 Step One Ove rv i ew : Write Down What You Know about your ancestor(s)

2 . 2 Family History Fo r m s: p e d i g ree chart , f a m i ly group re c o rd , s o u rce notes fo r m , and other 

forms designed exclusive ly for A n c e s t o rs (included with this videotap e )

2 . 3 Gathering Family History Information f rom re c o rd s , o b j e c t s , and people

2 . 4 Family History Interv i ew s : h ow to conduct a family history interv i ew

2 . 5 O r ga n i ze and Pre s e rve the information you find

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

STEP T WO OF THE FA M I LY HISTO RY RESEARCH PRO C E S S

3 . 1 Step Two Ove rv i ew : Decide What You Want To Learn about an ancestor

3 . 2 Identify Missing and Unverified information on your family history fo r m s

3 . 3 Complete Research Questions Fo r m

3 . 4 Begin a Research Log: a form designed to help you focus your re s e a rc h

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

STEP THREE OF THE FA M I LY HISTO RY RESEARCH PRO C E S S

4 . 1 Step T h ree Ove rv i ew : Choose a Source of Information

4 . 2 Information Sources Defined : h ow to choose from among people, objects and re c o rd s

4 . 3 Choose a Record Ty p e such as vital, b i o g r aphical or background re c o rds using the A n c e s t o rs

re c o rd selection chart (included with this videotap e )

4 . 4 Choose and Contact a Place W h e re Records A re Store d: examples of re p o s i t o r i e s

4 . 5 Select a Record From the Catalog u e: tips for using indexes and catalogues

4 . 6 Fill in Information Source Description on Research Log



_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

STEP FOUR OF THE FA M I LY HISTO RY RESEARCH PRO C E S S

5 . 1 Step Four Ove rv i ew : Learn From the Source

5 . 2 Read and Copy i n formation from objects and re c o rd s , such as grave s t o n e s , d o c u m e n t s , and 

m i c ro f i l m , using a microfilm re a d e r

5 . 3 I n t e rv i ewing Your Information Source: rev i ew techniques for conducting family history 

i n t e rv i ew s , h ow to plan the interv i ew and pre p a re the interv i ew questions

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

STEP FIVE OF THE FA M I LY HISTO RY RESEARCH PRO C E S S

6 . 1 Step Five Ove rv i ew : Use What You Learn by evaluating and sharing the info r m a t i o n

6 . 2 E valuate the Information Source’s Releva n c e

6 . 3 Determine Information Source’s Cre d i b i l i t y

6 . 4 Decide If You Need Another Source : t wo or more independently created pieces of 

i n formation can help establish a fact

6 . 5 M a ke a Conclusion and O r ga n i ze Your Findings by re c o rding information on your 

re s e a rch log and organizing and pre s e rving the information you find

6 . 6 S h a re Your Information : tips for activities families can use to pass on info r m a t i o n

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

E P I L O G U E

7 . 1 E p i l og u e: il lustrates the cyclical nature of the family history re s e a rch process 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

B O N U S : USING COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY IN FA M I LY HISTO RY RESEARCH

This tape set includes a complete copy of G e n e a l ogy & Te c h n o l og y , episode 204 from the 

PBS A n c e s t o rs t e l evision series, which highlights the use of computer technology in family 

h i s t o ry re s e a rc h .

T H E R E S E A R C H P R O C E S S


